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SUB J : 28TH SUDETEN-GERMAN CONGRESS IN VIENNA AND ITS AFTERMATH 
REF: PRAGUE 1029 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: SUDETEN-GERMAN RALLY VIENNA, MAY 28-30, 

WAS TAME AFFAIR, DEVOID OF POLITICAL PYROTECHNICS. SPEECH-MAKING 
WAS CIRCUMSPECT AND PARTICIPANTS, MOSTLY FROM FRG, WERE IN 
SENIOR CITIZEN CATEGORY. CHANCELLOR SAIS CONGRESS WENT AS HE 
HAD EXPECTED. ASKED ABOUT ITS IMPACT ON AUSTRIAN-CSSR 
RELATIONS, HE RESPONDED THAT CSSR LIKE POLAND AND HUNGARY COULD 
HAVE GOOD RELATIONS WITH AUSTRIA AND THAT AUSTRIA WOULD WELCOME 
EARLY VISIT BY PRIME MINISTER STROUGAL. END SUMMARY. 

2. TWENTY-EIGHTH SUDETEN-GERMAN CONGRESS WAS HELD IN VIENNA, 
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MAY 28-30, 1977. ABOUT 50 THOUSAND SUDETEN-GERMAN 
ZPELLEES, MOSTLY FROM FRG, TOOK PART IN VARIED PROGRAM 
OF MEETINGS, EXHIBITS, FOLK DANCING, CHURCH SERVICES AND 
OPEN-AIR RALLIES, GOA AUTHORITIES HAD MADE CLEAR TO 
CONGRESS ORGANIZERS THAT CONGRESS WAS NOT TO BE MISUSED 
TO DEMONSTRATE AGAINST CSSR, BUT, AS PROJECTED, TO BE 
OCCASION FOR EXPELLEES TO GET TOGETHER TO REAFFIRM AND 
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MAINTAIN THEIR COMMON CULTURAL-HISTORICAL HERITAGE. 

3. SUDETEN-GERMAN LEADERS INCLUDING WALTER BECHER 
WERE ACCORDINGLY CIRCUMSPECT IN THEIR SPEECHES, UNDER- 
LINING PRINCIPLE OF SELF-DETERMINATION AS IN AT .TENABLE 
PART OF HUMAN RIGHTS, ABSENCE OF ANY DESIRE TO REVISE 

CURRENT BORDERS OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA, AND ULTIMATE 
OBJECTIVE OF CREATING PARTNERSHIP OF FREE NATIONS AND 
ETHNIC GROUPS IN FREE EUROPE. AUSTRIAN MEDIA COVERAGE 
OF EVENTS, INCLUDING BRIEF INTERVIEWS WITH MANY 
PARTICIPANTS, STRESSED NON-POLEMICAL NATURE OF CONGRESS, 
WITH OPPORTUNITY IT OFFERED FOR MOSTLY SENIOR CITIZENS 
IN ATTENDANCE TO RENEW OLD FRIENDSHIPS AND ENGAGE IN 
BIT OF NOSTALGIA OVER PAST. RADIO AND TV TEAMS 
FROM EE COMMUNIST COUNTRIES WERE ON HAND BUT 
APPEARED HARD PUT TO COME UP WITH PHOTOS AND DIALOGUE 
TO SUPPORT EARLIER COMMUNIST CHARGES THAT CONGRESS WAS 
"GATHERING OF FASCISTS AND REVANCHISTS" AND SHOULD HAVE 
BEEN FORBIDDEN BY GOA. ALL EVENTS TOOK PLACE WITHOUT 
INCIDENT. 

4. GIVEN KNOWN SENSIBILITIES OF EE COMMUNIST GOVERNMENTS, 
KEY SENIOR MEMBERS OF AUSTRIA'S SOCIALIST GOVERNMENT 
ARRANGED TO BE ABSENT FROM VIENNA DURING CONGRESS. GOA 
WAS REPRESENTED AT CLOSING RALLY BY EDUCATION MINISTER 
SINOWATZ WHO STRESSED THE POSITIVE; NAMELY PEACE HAS 
PREVAILED IN EUROPE FOR OVER 30 YEARS AND CONGRESS WAS 
TAKING PLACE IN ATMOSPHERE FREE OF REVANCHISM AND ETHNIC 
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HATRED. WEST GERMAN AGRICULTURE MINISTER EITL REPRESENTED 
FRG GOVERNMENT. 

5. CHANCELLOR KREISKY, WHO RETURNED TO 

VIENNA FROM VACATION ABROAD DAY AFTER CONGRESS ENDED, 
INDICATED TO CZECHOSLOVAK JOURNALISTS ON MAY 31 THAT 
CSSR COULD HAVE SAME GOOD RELATIONS WITH AUSTRIA AS DOES 
POLAND AND HUNGARY AND ADDED THAT AUSTRIA WOULD WELCOME 
EARLY VISIT OF PRIME MINISTER STROUGAL TO DISCUSS PENDING 
ISSUES. 

6. COMMENT. STROUGAL VISIT HAD BEEN SCHEDULED FOR 
SPRING 1977 BUT WAS POSTPONED IN WAKE OF KREISKY OFFER OF 
ASYLUM TO SINGERS OF CHARTER 77. GOA IS OBVIOUSLY 
RELIEVED THAT CONGRESS TOOK PLACE WITHOUT INCIDENT OR 
BEING MISUSED FOR POLITICAL ATTACKS AGAINST CSSR. CURRENT 
GOA HOPE AND EXPECTATION IS THAT CSSR WILL ACCEPT 
RENEWED INVITATION TO STROUGAL AND WILL AGREE TO VISIT 
BEFORE END OF YF.AR.MF.F.HAN 
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